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war he was ready to sacrifice every relative that
he had, painful as it would be. The South Caro-
lina legislature proscribed him and declared him
infamous (National Republican, Aug. 5, 1865).
Drayton was of great service to Du Pont while
that officer was in command of the South Atlantic
blockading squadron. He made reconnoissances
of St. Helena Sound and adjacent waters and
was present at the capture of Fernandina and St.
Mary's and at the occupation of Stono River.
Made a captain, taking rank from July 16,1862,
he was placed in command of the monitor Pas-
saic, the second ship of her class. In this iron-
clad he bombarded Fort McAllister and took part
in Du Font's attack on Fort Sumter. In letters
to the secretary of the navy he was highly com-
mended by his commodore. In December 1863,
he was appointed fleet captain of the West Gulf
blockading squadron, then commanded by Far-
ragut. On board the Hartford he participated in
the operations in Mobile Bay, where his services
were exceedingly valuable. Farragut warmly ex-
pressed his appreciation of them in a letter to
Secretary Welles. He was now regarded as one
of the ablest officers in the navy and was espe-
cially expert as an organizer and administrator.
In April 1865, these qualities were recognized by
his appointment to the office of chief of the Bu-
reau of Navigation, the leading naval bureau.
While holding this position he died in Washing-
ton after a few days of illness. He was unmar-
ried. Tall and commanding in appearance, Dray-
ton was the "beau ideal" of a naval officer.
Endowed with exceptional mental powers, he
ranked high as a naval scholar, reading and
speaking several foreign languages. He left to
the Naval Academy his coins, shells, and foreign
arms, and a letter of Admiral Nelson's. The tor-
pedo boat Drayton was named for him.
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DRAYTON, THOMAS FENWICK (Aug.
24, i8o8-Feb. 18, 1891), planter, railroad presi-
dent. Confederate soldier, son of the younger
William Drayton [g.v.] and his first wife, Ann
Gadsden, was born in South Carolina, most prob-
ably at Charleston. In 1828 he was graduated
from the United States Military Academy and
commissioned in the 6th Infantry. One of his
dassmates was Jefferson Davis, with whom he
formed a lasting friendship and to whom he wrote
in later life letters which now constitute the chief
source of information about him. After serving
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in garrisons at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and
Newport, Ky.f he was assigned (1832) to topo-
graphical duty. He participated in the unsuc-
cessful project to build a Charleston, Louisville
& Cincinnati Railroad; first as assistant surveyor
and subsequently, following his resignation from
the army (Aug. 15, 1836), as resident engineer.
In 1838 he acquired a plantation in St. Luke's
Parish, S. C., which he cultivated until the be-
ginning of the Civil War. Though planting was
his chief interest in this period, he occupied from
time to time positions of a public, or semi-public,
character. From 1842 to 1847 he was captain of
a company of South Carolina militia, and from
1851 to 1852 a member of the state board of ord-
nance. For the next three years (1853-56) he
represented his parish in the upper house of the
General Assembly. In 1853 he was elected pres-
ident of the Charleston and Savannah Railroad,
which was constructed (see First Report of the
President of the Charleston and Savannah Rail-
road, 1855) and successfully operated under his
direction until 1861. He regarded the railroad
as the most effective means of unifying the
South, and he labored with this end in view (let-
ter to Davis, Apr. 9, 1858, Rowland, post, III,
216-17). At about the time of his retirement
from the army he was married to Catherine Pope.
She bore him eight children.

Drayton was commissioned brigadier-general
in the Provisional Army of the Confederate
States on Sept. 25, 1861. As commander of the
military district about Port Royal, S. C., he di-
rected its defense during the successful Federal
assaults of Nov. 4-7, 1861 (Official Records,
Army, I ser., VI, 6-14). On this occasion his
brother, Capt. Percival Drayton [g.z/.], led one
of the attacking vessels. In July 1862 he was
sent to Virginia in command of a brigade which,
soon after its arrival, was attached to Long-
street's corps. He took part in the engagements
at Thoroughfare Gap, Second Manassas, South
Mountain, and Sharpsburg but did not acquit
himself creditably. In fact as early as the battle
of Port Royal there are to be found in the reports
of his superiors (e.g., Brig.-Gen. R. S. Ripley,
Official Records, Army, I ser., VI, 13-14; and
Maj.-Gen. J. C. Pemberton, Ibid., p. no) hints
of Drayton's inefficiency as a commanding of-
ficer. Hints in South Carolina were followed by
positive accusations in Virginia (e.g., Maj.-Gen.
D. R. Jones, Ibid., I ser., XII, pt. 2, p. 579). "He
is a gentleman and a soldier in his own person,"
Lee wrote Davis, "but seems to lack the capacity
to command" (Ibid., i ser., XXI, 1,030). In con-
sequence his brigade was broken up, and Drayton
himself was detailed as a member of a military
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